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West Yorkshire in numbers

West Yorkshire is a £55.4 billion economy – bigger 

than 9 EU countries - with a population of 2.3 

million people​, a workforce of 1.1 million employed 
across 90,000 businesses​.

West Yorkshire has:

• 7 universities, 91,000 students and 30,000 graduates

annually

• The UK’s largest regional finance centre

• More manufacturing jobs than anywhere else in the 

north

• 1.6% of the land area of England, and 4,600 hectares 

of national parks.
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What does the Combined Authority do?

• Develops with partners evidence-based policy and strategy focused on the West 

Yorkshire level.

• Delivery of projects and programmes, either directly, or through partner organisations 

(especially local authorities).

• The Combined Authority is the accountable body for the Leeds City Region Enterprise 

Partnership (LEP), and owns the WY assurance framework.

• Service provision to the public: The Metro network of bus stations, travel centres, 

public transport information, , support to the vulnerable and elderly, concessionary 

travel and tendered bus services across West Yorkshire.

• Service provision to businesses: BEIS 'Business Growth Hub' for business support 

and investment, Employment hub, Enterprise Advisors, Skills programmes (esp digital), 

trade and investment service, loans fund.

• Programme / funding: Adult Education Budget (AEB), worth £63 million per year, to 

support adults with skills needed for entering and sustaining employment, an 

apprenticeship, traineeship, or other further learning. Delivered through FE sector.
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Connectivity for West Yorkshire
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• We have published a Draft Connectivity Infrastructure Plan that sets 

out a long-term transport infrastructure investment programme

• As well as the overall Plan we have also published:

• A rail vision

• A bus network review

• Local walking and cycling infrastructure plans

• A mass transit vision for 2040

• A future mobility strategy

• Case for change reports

• Engagement opened on the 27th January and runs until the 11th April 

2021.



Connectivity Infrastructure plan for the West Yorkshire

• Focus on public good: People + prosperity

• Evidence led

• Start of a process

• Developing a pipeline of transport infrastructure 

improvements

• A bold investment for future generations

• Let’s be ambitious

#WyFutureTransport

https://twitter.com/search?q=%23WYfuturetransport


The three big issues facing our region

• COVID-19 Recession and recovery

• Connecting Everyone – Inclusive growth & productivity gap

• Climate change - decarbonising transport & the economy

All are interlinked and 

must be tackled 

concurrently
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Our Local Connectivity Priorities: 

Walking and cycling will become 

the first choice for short journeys 

The bus is at the heart of our plans, 

with networks will be revitalised & 

new infrastructure to give the bus a 

competitive advantage over the car.

Rail serving trips to our main centres 

A new form of Mass Transit will 

provide the missing link in our 

transport system

Cars and vans will still be important 

but used less. 

A focus on National and 

International connectivity, in the 

post Brexit world

#WyFutureTransport

https://twitter.com/search?q=%23WYfuturetransport


Our inter-city 

priorities 
Connecting WY in 

the north & to UK 



Our local 

transport 

priorities 

Connecting 

within WY

An integrated 
network –

supporting door to 
door journeys 
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What the Mass Transit 
Vision means to 
Calderdale
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https://www.yourvoice.westyorks-ca.gov.uk/connectivity
Maps from Mass Transit 2040 Vision

https://www.yourvoice.westyorks-ca.gov.uk/connectivity
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Accelerating Delivery of Mass Transit
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“Mass Transit, integrated with cycling and 

walking, bus and rail, is central to making 

West Yorkshire greener, more inclusive 

and better connected”

Please tell us your views by 11 April 2021

Read the Mass Transit Vision:
https://www.yourvoice.westyorks-ca.gov.uk/connectivity
#WyFutureTransport

https://www.yourvoice.westyorks-ca.gov.uk/connectivity
https://twitter.com/search?q=%23WYfuturetransport


Walking and Cycling Vision
Walking and cycling, wheeling and rolling; active travel sits at
the very heart of West Yorkshire’s transport vision.

• Coherent

• Direct

• Safe

• Comfortable

• Attractive

• Integrated

By 2040 every neighbourhood, village, town and suburban

centre should be easy to access and move around as a

pedestrian or as a cyclist, linked into our wider public

transport network through easy, integrated access by these

modes to stations, buses & mass transit stops which are

attractive gateways to/from the walking/cycling network.

To make this happen we will need a step change in the quality

of provision, including extensive roadspace re-allocation from

motor vehicle movement and storage towards both public

transport and active modes.

This is both as a mode itself (walking and cycling short

journeys in their entirety) and as a part of our wider,

sustainable transport approach (walking to the bus stop or
cycling to a railway station).

Network Principles



Bus
The bus is at the heart of our plans: we want to create a bus service 

that is a first-choice travel option for all our communities, encouraging 

people out of their cars, cutting congestion and improving air quality.

Through the existing partnership we are already delivering benefits for 
passengers.

A Strategic Bus Network Review of the core bus network shows 

present and future demand for the bus, identifies existing and 

new locations that could generate patronage growth, and infrastructure 
required to make the bus competitive.

We are developing ambitious proposals to strengthen our partnership with bus operators to stabilise the 

network in the short term and create an attractive offer for customers to incentivise patronage growth.

We are currently awaiting the release of the National Bus Strategy from Government and confirmation 

of funding to continue the recovery of the bus network. We are also continuing to review the case, post-

COVID, for introducing bus franchising.



The key areas covered

Rail Vision

Implementation as 

across-cutting theme…

Investment pipeline

Future priorities

Passenger focus

Existing commitments



What the plans mean for each WY DistrictThe Plan sets out our initial proposals for a forward pipeline of 

transport infrastructure improvements to 2040.

The Plan identifies proposals for walking and cycling, for public 

transport – bus, rail, mass transit, demand responsive transport –

and the private car. 

The Plan sets priorities across three programmes:

• Schemes for delivery by 2025

• Strategic Priorities, for development and/or delivery by 2025

• Options for delivery between 2026-2040

https://www.yourvoice.westyorks-ca.gov.uk/connectivity
WY Connectivity Investment Programme

https://www.yourvoice.westyorks-ca.gov.uk/connectivity


What the West 
Yorkshire 
Connectivity 
Infrastructure 
Plan means to 
Wakefield



What the Connectivity Plan means in the short term
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Key Infrastructure Projects to 2025 More people walk and cycle

• Additional Superhighway segregated cycle routes 

• Enhanced walking and cycling infrastructure to make places across 
the district cycle and pedestrian friendly environment

More people use Public Transport

• Improved Station at Castleford and the reinstatement of Platform 2

• Additional car parking spaces at a number of railway stations

• New Park and Ride location at Outwood

• Rail station park and ride at Normanton, Fitzwillaim and Moorthorpe

Improve traffic flow, better provision for buses, motorcyclists, cyclists, 
pedestrians

• Castleford Growth Corridor for improved connectivity

• Capacity and junction improvements at a number of key pinch point 
locations

https://www.yourvoice.westyorks-ca.gov.uk/connectivity
Further details in the Connectivity Plan

Please tell us your views by 11 April 2021

https://www.yourvoice.westyorks-ca.gov.uk/connectivity


West Yorkshire Regional Priorities

Walking 
& 

Cycling

• Develop further phases of CityConnect cycling and walking networks
• Develop proposals for local centre and neighbourhood improvements for walking and 

cycling

Bus
• Develop ambitious proposals to strengthen our partnership with bus operators
• Continue to review the case, post-COVID, for introducing bus franchising 

Rail

• Make the case for delivery of Transpennine Route Upgrade, including full electrification
• Develop and deliver Northern Powerhouse Rail serving Bradford and Leeds. 
• Develop and deliver High Speed Rail Phase 2B to Leeds. 
• Support the development for a clear plan for the route for long term investment

Mass 
Transit

• Accelerate Development of Phase 1 & 2 of a Low Carbon West Yorkshire Mass Transit 
System.

Roads & 
Cars

• Accelerate the move to alternative fuels for vehicles. 
• Sustained investment to maintain the road network for all road users. 
• Examine the evidence to introduce Highways Demand Management to help address the 

climate emergency by reducing car trips. 

Future 
Mobility

• Develop and deliver future mobility services to increase sustainable travel options 



What the 
Connectivity 
Plan means to 
up 2040
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Role of Rail in a strong, sustainable, inclusive economy. 
• Monday 22nd March, 5pm. 

Role of Walking and Cycling in a strong, sustainable, inclusive economy
• Tuesday 23rd March 5.15pm. 

Meeting the transport decarbonisation challenge. 
• Thursday 25th March, 5pm.

Role of Bus in a strong, sustainable, inclusive economy. 
• Monday 29th March, 4.30pm. 

Mass Transit: 
• The opportunity for Leeds and West Yorkshire on 4th March 2021 – watch the webinar here:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ofnZ2SnrGbA
Further event planned – date TBC

Upcoming Webinars
https://www.yourvoice.westyorks-ca.gov.uk/connectivity/news_feed/webinars-and-meetings

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ofnZ2SnrGbA
https://www.yourvoice.westyorks-ca.gov.uk/connectivity/news_feed/webinars-and-meetings
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