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Harlesden Canalside is a little 
known stretch of green space along 
the Grand Union Canal in 
Harlesden. 

OPDC, in partnership with Brent 
Council and the Canal & River Trust, 
is bringing forward public realm 
improvements to Harlesden 
Canalside for local residents, 
businesses, boaters and visitors to 
enjoy.

The project is part of a £1.2m 
community investment, funded by 
the Mayor’s Good Growth Fund, to 
bring forward a range of 
improvements to public spaces on 
the canal.

Project objectives



How can we turn 
this space into a 
more pleasant 
public space for 
boaters, workers 
in the area, and 
local residents?



Canal Placemaking Study 
(2018)

Harlesden Canalside is one of 
the few sites along the canal 
where public activity such as 
canoeing, boating and small 
events can go hand in hand 
with celebrating and protecting 
the unique ecology of the area. 

Project background



2. Consultation1. Engagement &
Concept Design

3. Detailed Design
& Planning 

Consultation & Next Steps

We are now inviting you to view 
the concept designs, 
incorporating ideas and 
suggestions from local groups 
and the community. 

We’ve also been working with 
the project’s Sounding Board 
Group, established to advise 
OPDC and its partners through 
the different design stages and 
help bring the ideas to life.



Public Engagement



Engagement &
Concept Design

During 2021, we asked you to help 
us design a flagship community 
hub for the canal towpath. 
Hundreds of you took part by 
sending us emails and talking to us 
over the phone, through Zoom 
meetings and at some socially 
distanced engagements in the area.

We have worked hard over the past 
few months to create a plan and 
associated designs using your 
direction as a guide to ensure that 
the new space responds to your 
feedback and is financially 
sustainable. 
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We are proposing…

1. Dedicated space for small boat repair and maintenance;
2. An amphitheatre with seating for small outdoor events and 

activities;
3. Outdoor play and workout area;

1

2 3

4

5

6

4. A dedicated pontoon for The Sharks canoe club;
5. Additional storage and breakout space for The Sharks 

canoe club;
6. Dedicated spaces for local organisations to moor their 

narrow boats for events and activities.

You told us… you’d like to see the area become a 
social space to bring people 
together as a community. 



We are proposing…

7. Wheel chair and push chair accessible entrance from Steele 
Road;

8. A densely planted buffer between the green space and the 
backs of buildings to make the area safer and attract less ASB;
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9. Regular presence of local organisations by providing 
dedicated spaces for local organisations to moor their 
boats;

10. Opening up views onto the canal and towpath from 
Acton Lane and Barretts Green Road.

You told us… you’d like to see improved accessibility 
to make Harlesden Canalside a space 
for everyone to enjoy.
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We are proposing…

11. An open view onto the wildlife around the Brent Feeder 
Canal inlet, and educational signage about the local ecology; 

12. Regular presence of local organisations to help keep the area 
clean, and run community litter picks when needed;

13. Dense planting to create opportunities for nesting areas 
and to fill in hidden corners prone to fly tipping;

14. A wider towpath at Acton Lane.

You told us… you are concerned about the 
environment and cleanliness of the 
canal and Harlesden Canalside. 
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We are proposing…

15. An amphitheatre for small outdoor events and activities, and 
partnerships with local youth  organisations to use the space 
more actively and run events here; 

16. Dedicated spaces for local organisations to moor their 
boats for events, activities and classroom/teaching…

17. More space for The Sharks canoe club;

You told us… you’d like to see opportunities for 
children and young people in the area; 
a safe place to be, learn and play. 
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Detailed Proposals







New seating and low planting to create a ‘Canal Garden’ with views on the Brent Feeder canal and its wildlife.



A landscaped amphitheatre and community mooring for outdoor events and activities.





New stepped access from the car park down to the towpath and a pontoon. 





Now, we’d like to hear from you. There are lots of ways 
for you to leave your feedback: 

• Fill out a feedback form at this event and leave it in 
the secure box provided 

• Take home a feedback form and stamped addressed 
envelope to post us your feedback 

• Drop-in to Harlesden Library where you can pick up a 
feedback form and leave it in the secure box provided 

• Log-in to our bespoke consultation platform, 
consult.opdc.london.gov.uk/harlesdencanalside, 
where you can fill out a feedback form online 

Remember, you must return your feedback form by 2nd 
March 2022 when the consultation closes. 



Thank You!


